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One time Miss Capitola Arm- 
strong sent us a sheaf of cut 
pages from the old (Boston) 
Wide Awake Magazine —years 
1876 and '77. They followed in 
continuity, what was evidently 
an annual project of this youth 
publication, the progress of mak- 
ing, dressing, and _ distributing 
Christmas Dolls to orphanages. 


Under a heading “The Dolls’ 
Fair,” with several steel engrav- 
ed illustrations, 
the high society exhibit and 
awarding of prizes on all dolls 
sent in from dozens of states, 
for the magazine’s gift giving 
project. One illustration is the 
interior of “quaint and ancient 
Freeman Place Chapel”—on Bea- 


is the story of little darlings, 


ELA RST ART Re 
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con Street, of course. Here, 
amongst bustle backed matrons, 
frock coated gentlemen and even 
a few § prissy looking young 
misses, were the hundreds of 
beautifully dressed dolls. The 
other toys and scrap books as- 
sembled to be given to Hospital 
and Orphanage children. 
Kimport would now like to 
pause for a doll stand commer- 
cial here by quoting: “Each doll 
had a pedestal of her own. Your 
whom you had 
dressed so carefully, and with so 
much taste, were not laid in- 
gloriously upon their backs, to 
be crowded and picked up and 
handled. Every little puff and 
ruffle, all the ravishing draperies 
and sweeping trains were re- 
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spected. Each standard was 
concealed under the doll’s dress, 
and the two wire arms which 
were attached to the top of the 
standard, wound themselves 
gracefully around dolly’s waist 
and held her securely in a grace- 


ful, standing position.” But DO 
note! 
Another old-fashioned picture 


was of the ten prize dolls, and 
for the style of text that accom- 
panied, we _ will quote again. 
“Washington Territory was rep- 
resented by a trio from the chil- 
dren of Rev. Mr. Cowley, a mis- 
sionary among the Spokane In- 
dians. These funny dolls repre- 
sented an Indian and his squaw 
who carried a papoose on her 
back in a ‘carrier.’ They were 
coppery and Indian-y as to com- 
plexion, very savage and forbid- 
ding as to expression. The buck- 
skin and the beads and the gaudy 
trappings were faithfully copied. 
It was a study in costume, and 
many of the Boston ladies wish- 
ed to buy the trio, but they were 
kept for the amusement of the 
sick children and sent to Chil- 
dren’s Hospital on Washington 
Street. 

“The dolls were in every con- 
ceivable costume—calico, 
tulle, tarleton, silk, royal velvet, 
in short dresses, in sweeping 
trains, in combination suits. A 
superb doll in a suit fit in gen- 
eral style to have come from 
Worth, was sent by a little girl 
whose name is Ada L. Draper. 
She forgot, in her attention to 
the’ perfection of her doll’s gar- 
ments, to send either her P. O. 
address or her mamma’s certifi- 
cate. 


muslin, — 


“There was a ‘Cinderella’ in 
white with blue love knots, ready 
to go to the Prince’s ball; and 
there was an ‘Alice in Wonder- 
land’; and there was a ‘Red Rid- 
ing Hood,’ all in scarlet from top 
to toe, with her basket on her 
arm; and there was ‘Bo-Peep’ in 
rose and white, with a big Ar- 
cadian sun-hat, and a_ shepherd- 
ess crook; and there were two 
demure Quakeresses, in mouse 
color, with white muslin ker- 
chiefs; and there was a Nor- 
wegian and a_= splendid Dinah 
from Kentucky, both studies in 
costume. Several lovely babies 
in long white dresses, with dainty 
long underskirts, each with her 
golden hair banged seraphically.” 


There were more details, re- 
entertainment, food and awards, 
prizes, which would not much in- 
trigue our youngsters of today 


methinks. Minnie B. Merrill 
won first and a volume of 
“Christmas in England.” Others 


were “Girlhood of Shakespeare’s 


Heroines”—2 Volumes, “Little 
Barefoot,” “Large Quarto” and 
“Pansy’s Picture Book,” “Full 
Gilt!” 


In the forthcoming April issue 
was promised “Our Work for 
1877,” and then Miss Armstrong’s 
sheaf included March pages, 
wherein were varied reports from 
worthy women who had given 
of their time to distribute the 
dolls. 


Their attitude was 100 per cent 
Lady Bountiful, a point of view 
as different from today’s attitude 
as wooden limbed Maudie in 
bombazine is from our baby dolls 
that behave like babies. Of course 


he matrons in those _ bustle 
backed, trailing skirts, “gave 
graciously of their time,” but 
such repeated words as “Char- 
ity,” “Foundation,” “Orphanage,” 
‘Infant Asylum,” ‘“Almshouse” 
and the epileptic ward thereof 
struck like icy little slaps. Never 
was the word “home” used, but 
160 girls in one Protestant Or- 
phanage were seen in “their neat 
blue aprons and jackets,” and in 
that epileptic ward of the Alms- 
house “senseless looking children 
and idiotic looking girls,” adult 
in size held out their hands to- 
ward the ladies ‘with arms full of 
dolls. 

The depressed feeling one could 
not help; another ugly old illus- 
tration of Children’s Ward in St. 


Luke's, N. Y. City Hospital, was 


re 


| 


€ 


eant to be cheery. It showed 


eo tall, gaunt Christmas tree at 


the far end, but in one distrib- 
utor’s account, she told of the 
orphans having their tree for 
Epiphany, not at Christmas. 

Surely, we have progressed 
apace. Child psychology has 
brought us to understand that 
children are not small __ sized 
adults—little people to be seen 
and ‘not heard. 

Charity? Yes, and always, but 
in the Revised Standard transla- 
tion of Corinthians 13 in the vir- 
tues that abide—“faith, hope and 
charity,” “love” is substituted as 
from the same Latin root. 

Dressing a doll for some dear 
little child, foreign or homeland, 
colored or white, can be a de- 
lightful project. Giving them 
aily and with love is a won- 
rful experience for you and for 


_ “@iny child who might be missing 


: 
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the significance of Christmas. 
How satisfying, too, it is to know 
that many warmly lighted doors 
of homes, true homes, are opened 
wide to boys and girls and ba- 
bies, where they may enter in 
and be real family, have parents, 
name and opportunity. | 


? NO MUMPS ? 

From an early listing of dolf. 
accessories we find toilet articles: 
as well as shoes, boas, kid gloves:: 
and a glove case, jewelry, includ~ - 
ing watches and fobs, tiarras, . 
lavaliers and rings, parasols and’ 
hand bags. Fans and Jorgnettes:: 
could be had, along with hoopss 
Trunks, both filled and empty, 
were a doll necessity, and I think 
also for traveling was this—a 
doll medicine chest (1871) com- 
plete with pink pills in tiny vials 
labeled “chillblains, chickenpox, 
bronchitis, measles, whooping 
cough and sea_ sickness.” 5 


AT-TEN-TION! 

One day a Kimport visitor was 
browsing around our doll rooms, 
thoroughly enjoying the many 
types of rendition that doll crea- 
tors had achieved. She, Florence 
Lease, is a nurse. In “exchange”... 
for ideas gleaned, Mrs. Lease ven-- 
tured, “My used white stockings: 
are so perfect to shred up for: 
stuffing doll bodies, that I wonder 
what other substitute could pve 
used!” One other “department of 
interior” idea that she passes 
along is the. use of heavy hair pings 
to run through little doll bodies. 
As we all know, when a pose can 
be attained, all onlookers are im- 
pressed, and perhaps even the self- 
esteem of a doll is enhanced by 
such attitudes, AG 
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THOSE PEDIGREE PAGES 

According to current slang, we 
stuck our neck out—’way out! 
ive, three column pages listing 
pedigrees for foreign dolls were 
“offered to you in last Doll Talk. 
“Hope you can keep that issue, 
:and this one, too, for future ref- 
erence, These aggregations im- 
Ply enough variety of doll finds 
to make one realize anew that 
Kimport has been offering im- 
pressive collection dolls for nine- 
teen years. 

Again with this register of 
American pages we repeat: This 
is not an offering of dolls but 
of histories that may well fit in 

your collection treasures— 


STATE DOLIS 


Alabama Annie 
Arizona Peddler 
Uncle Matt of Ark. 
Aunt Molly of Ark. 
«California Forty-Niner 
Hannah of California 
Colorado Sweetheart 
Connecticut Peddler 
Miss Delaware 

Layton Shell Dolls 
Georgia George 

Idaho Ski Girl © 
Capt. Jenk of Mlinois 
Indiana Schoolmaster | 
Towa Scarecrow 
Carrie Nation of Kans. 
Kentucky Colonel 


Nebr. Buffalo Bill 
Nev. Sheriff & Lady 
N. H. Schoolteacher 
Miss New Jersey 

Tex & Trina of N. M. 
N. Y. Gay 90’s Pr. 
N. C. Blackbeard 
Sacajawea of N. D. 
J. Appleseed of Ohio 
Okla. Pioneer Mother 
Oregon Apple Auntie 
Penna. Coal Miner 

R. I. Clam Digger 

5. C. Palmetto Pete 
3. D. Maisie 
Tenn. Cedar 
Texas Cowboy & Girl 


gifts or purchases from sources 
other than Kimport. Dolls bought 
from Kimport, in their regular 
lines (any listed here or in last 
D.T.) should have been accompa- 
nied by their pedigree pages, free. 

The price fer a pedigree page 
is 10 cents each, or $1.00 for each 
dozen. 


As we are still finding out from 
the foreign ones offered, many 
folk appreciate additional infor- 
mation on their dolls. And an- 
swering a question, yes, you may 
pay installments on a sheaf of 
pages, all carefully assembled 
here and tucked into those blessed 
budget “holds”! 

Here are our American pages: 


PRESIDENTS AND 
FIRST LADIES 


Geo. Washington 

Martha Washington 

John Adams & wife 

Thos. Jefferson 

The Madisons 

The Monroes 

The J. Q. Adams 

Andrew Jackson 

Rachel Jacksen — 

Martin Van Buren 

Wm. H. Harrison & 
wife 

The John Tylers 

Jas. K. Polk & wife 

Zachary Taylor and 
wife 

Millard Fillmore 


Pair 


La. King and Queen Utah Mother Franklin Pierce & wife 
Maine Fisherman Vt. Sugar Dolls Jas. Buchanan and 
Maryland Cavalier Miss Virginia niece 


Mass. Lobster Witch 
Mich. Factory Workers 
Miss. Pecan Darkies 
Mark Twain Trio 
Montana Shepherd 


Wash. Woodsman 
West Va. Betty 
Wisc. Dairy Pair 
Rex of Wyoming 
Queenie of Wyoming 


Abraham Lincoln 
Mary Todd Lincoln 


U. S. Grant 
Julia Grant 


The Andrew Johnsons . 
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R. B. Hayes and wife 

The Jas. A. Garfields 

Chester Arthur & wife 

Grover Cleveland & 
wife 

The Benjamin Harri- 
sons 


The Wm. McKinleys 
Theodore Roosevelt 
The Wm. Fi. Tafts 
The Woodrow Wilsons 
W. G. Harding & wife 
Calvin Coolidge & wife 
The Herbert Hoovers 
F. D. Roosevelt 
Eleanor “ ..0sevelt 

The H. S. Trumans 


MISCELLANEOUS 
HISTORICAL 

Montezuma 
Hernando Cortez 
Elizabetn Browning 
Juan Cabrillo 
Isabella of Castile 
Columbus 
Leif Ericson 
Vasco Balboa 
John Smita 
Sir Walter Raleigh 
Peter Stuyvesant 
Mme. De Pompadour 
Mme. Du Barry 
Jane Grey 
John & Priscilla 
Father Serra 
Captain Kid 
Daniel Boone 
Betsy Ross 
William Penn 
Benjamin Franklin . 
Whistler’s Mother 
Nathan Hale 
Alexander Hamilton 
Harriet B. Stowe 
Stephen Foster 
Ann Rutledge 


Robt. E. Lee 

Florence Nightingale 
Louisa M. Alcott 
Adelina Patti 

Jenny Lind 

Mme. Schumann-Heink 
Kathi Schratt 

Gaby Deslys 

General Pershing 
General MacArthur 
M. Ghandi 

Winston Churchill 
Joseph Stalin 

The Chaing Kei-sheks 


AMERICAN 
Dolls of Alice Daye 
“Vie” 

“Jamie” 

Dolls of Carolyn John 
Alice 

Bette Brown Eyes 
Ginger 


/ Gay 90’s Chinas 


Rutheltin Dancers 
American Gypsies 
Barber Shop Singers 
Slim, the Cowboy 
Ozark Cedar Dolls 
Kentucky Mtn. Girl 
Uncle Ned & Mammy 
Chloe 
Plantation Chil’en 
Negro Preacher 
Southern Mammy 
Sharecropper Pair 
Spite Dolls 
Notion Nannie 
“Nellie” 
The Trapper | 
The Yankee Trader 
The Minute Man 
The Red Coat 
Union Soldier 
Confederate Soldier 
Red Cross Nurse 
West Point Cadet 


The Midshipman 

Tom of the Navy 

Frozen Charlottes 

Jointed Paper Dolls 

Godey Lady 

Dixie Bride 

Miss Minerva 

Miss Zephrina, 1880 

Teen Towners © 

The Country Doctor 
New Orleans Group 

Jean Lafitte 

Voodoo Queen 

A Casket Girl 

Sister of the Holy 
Family 

La Belle Creole 

Evangeline 

An Acadian Girl 

California Group 

El Patron 

La Patrona 

Son of tn2 Don 

Daughter of the Don 

El Guitarro 

La Ballerina 

The Caballero 

Mission Nun 

The Dueana 

BOOK CRARACTERS 

Mr. Neanderthal 

Uncle Sam 

Robin Hood 

Fairy’ Tale Folk 

Mother Goose | 

Rumpelstilzkin - 

Ol’ Black Joe 

EFchabod Crane 

Katrina Van Tass@l .. 

“Jeannie” 

“Meg” 

“Beth” 

“ Amy” 

“Jo” Ss 

Casey & Blonde 

Christmas Carolers. 

Bob Cratchit & Tim 


i 


 ¥ 
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Mrs. Cratchit “Coggy Boy” The Cherokees 
Uncle Scrooge Coilspring Twins Cheyenne Indians 
Sairy Gamp Corky the Sailor Chippewa-Cree 
David & Peggotty Cornhusk Dolls The Comanche 
Dombey and Son Crab Apple Missourian The Crows 
Little Nell Silver Foil Ballet The Dakotas 
Miss Scarlett Gremlins Gros Ventre 
Southern Gentleman Kitten Cat Dolls Little Huron 
Melanie Lucy Limpet Isletto Pueblo Folk 
Johnnie Walker Lady Luffa Kachina Dolls 
' Charlie Chaplin Mango Seed Tramp Mission Neophytes 
Jonathan Jo Maydell Miniatures Navajo Dolls 
Captain Ahab Victorian Wedding Beaded Zuni Drummer 
Tug Boat Annie Dolls Navajo Medicine Man 
Home Town Reporter Ottawas 
ran freer tte Ozark Nut Dolls The Pamunkeys 
Young Jesuit Miss Peachie Pamunkey Papoose 
Srsther Weancis Peanut Children Pawnee Princess 
Redwood Dolls | Penobscot 
Father Junipero . 
Fri The Hatfields The Poncas 
ar fugue te The McCo Sacs & Foxes | 
4Carmelite Sister A ys gguert 
Sister ‘Ureula Sadie Star Fish St. Regis Indians 
Sister Mary Frances Florida Dora Florida Seminole @ 
Dotsintean Nun Snapdragon Hindu The Senecas 
Weanciscas: Mus Moss Witch Shawnees 
A Quakeress Aunty Pantry Shoshone Dancer 
Amish Tidewater Tess Shoshone Pair 
Sionsnmthi = Tobacco Jeeter The Sioux 
The Brethren Se) Uncle Ned Taos Pueblo People 
z N. O. Wax Darkies Tuscarora Indians 
ODD MATERIALS INDIANS Wa-Wa Grass & Cat- 
& MINIATURES Apaches tail 
An Acorn Scot Applatchees Winnebago Pair 
Jewel Bead Assiniboines Ye-Bai-Shai 
Buckeye Darkies Blackfeet Indians Beaded Zuni Maiden 
Aunt Jerusha Dove Society Indian Rare American Indians 
Uncle Esau The Caddo Indian Papoose in Cradle 


The preceeding long list is not of dolls now in stock—sorry! but of 
Pedigree Pages. However, many dolls are in stock, or similar types, 
so ask about any you fancy. 


“I wonder what your selection “For my doll house, I have fin- 
will be this time? I guess most ished a most intricate 3x5” rug. 
of us are young in heart enough The design features pink roses, 
to find excitement in opening sur- solidly worked all over in French 
prise packages.” knots.” . & 

~—Mae Underwood, Illinois.  —feresa K. Saunders, Oregon, 
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A new shipment from France 
means beautiful dolls, with pro- 
vincial embroidery, caps to dis- 
tinguish each district, furbelos, 
fancy aprons, full skirts and flut- 
tering ribbons. We pictured Lili 
and Maurice last (1953) November 
and that’s the favored couple 
again. Maurice in his black Bre- 
ton sailor with gold braid and 
buttons to enliven his jacket and 
waistcoat. His clothing is all felt 
and velvet, but to Lili’s is added 
silk, satin or organdie with starch- 
ed lace, snow white and so stiff 
that the big swirling Brittany cap 
looks like wings. We like the 
fluted ruff, ornate braid trim and 
ribbons—We like Lili! Dolls are 
of fine, heavy celluloid, jointed 
and prettily painted; with wigs; 
in two sizes. 


No. 515—Maurice, 514” ............. $3.50 
No. 515A—Lili, 544” _................ .. $3.50 
No. 516—Maurice, 7” ................. $5.95 
Yo. 516A—Lili, 7” ........................ $6.50 


French historicals, not tecaube 
but excellent portrait likenesses, 
are Napoleon and his Empress 
Josephine. These hand-made and 
richly dressed dolls are by Cecile, 
who makes outstanding special 
orders such as explorers, portraits 
of royalty, the Dickens dolls, etc. 
The composition which she uses 
is largely powdered stone; bodies 
are flexible; painting in oils. Na- 
poleon is gorgeous—you could not 
get a better likeness or more 
sumptuous dressing if the price 


were $50.00. His Empire Empress 
height 


is perfection » too—their 
about 10 inches, 


No. 251N—Napoleon ................ $17.50 
No. 251J—Josephine ..............- $15.00 
Speaking of portraits, by re- 


quests, we got together on a new 
set of molds for a new edition of 
“Vie,” a dearest little doll, one to 
dress if you like costuming in 
miniature. Among modern Amer- 
ican Goh-makere s, Muriel Bruyere 
ranks high. > ‘irst, she models 
portrait ond. hands and feet 
which are fired in a kiln, then 
painted delicately. ‘Cloth bodies 
are jointed so the little figures 
can sit quite naturally. We like 
best, Vie, with her quaint curls 
and full skirted frock, done ex- 
clusively for Kimport from an old 
1860 daguerreotype of four-year-old 
Viola Vernon, who was many 
many years later, the mother of: 
Mrs. McKim of Kimport. 


No. 191A—9”. Vie, undressed $10.00 
No. 191B—9” Vie dressed .... $13.50 

Q. WHY the certain, so-called 
“State Dolls?” Are they official? 

A. No, nothing is official via 
legislature, all highly imaginative. 
The Kimport ideal was for 48 dolls, 
any one of which could be spotted 
immediately as “I am from ——!” 
Sure, that is almost impossible, but 
fiction and legends, nicknames, 
materials used, state resources or 
industries and pre-conceived no- 
tions of types, readily furnished 
many a one. No great statesmen 
and only one cowboy, one Colonial 
dame, but yes, several, but differ- 
entiated pioneers. 

Another American is making his 
~debut. We'd really intended to 
announce Eddie with front page 
importance as The Iowa Farmer 
and to tell what else was avail- 
~able in State Dolls, but due to 
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heat, drought, 
and procrasti- 
nation, he slips 
in as a late ar- 
rival. Staunch, 
lovable, ambi- 
tious, there are 
three giant ears 
of corn ip. his 
hands and 
dreams of a 
Master’s Degree 
in his plaster 
com position 
head. Ed’s black 
shod feet stand 
firmly; blue 
shirt ’n’ over- 
alls, straw hat 
all expertly hand-made by Mrs. 
Edna Davault of Iowa; 9 inches 
tall, a character worth having 
’round is Eddie. 


No. 141—9%4” Iowa Farmer $7.50 


New shipment 
of another man 
state representa- 
tive fresh in from 
Minnesota, is 
“Woody,” all wood 
except that sports- 
man shirt, khaki 
hat and pants, 
leather - like boot 
tops / 
bag. - Inexpensive 
but definitely ac- 
ceptable to Mr. 
Angler is this 
lucky looking lad 
with rod’n reel; 
7” tall, No. 69, 
$3.75. seis 


ed 
a? 
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(Here’s a group so department- 
alized that, as a story, it deserves 
@ special heading. But “lately- 
arrived” they are, so “lately-ar- 
rived” here they be. 


F'rom the John Greene Chand- 
ler Museum, where original early 
paper dolis are treasured, Mr. 
Herbert H. Hosmer, Jr., the Cur- 
ator, has had some charming re- 
prints run. The ones we can of- 
fer to you are in black and white 
on proper stock to take hand col- 
_oring. Each, in her ornate old 
envelope, 44%” “Alice” with two 
fancy frocks and a bonnet and 
3%” “Carry” with four little out- 
fits. Same price though on No. 
189A and 189C—50 cents for either 
of these quaint, pretty dollies who 
first were designed in 1857. 


Of the same year’s styling is Mr. 
»Hosmer’s 1948 re-run of the de- 


. lightful folder, “Jack and Little 


Fairy Lightfoot,” 4 and 3%” tall. 
Jack has half dozen duds and 
Fairy five frocks and three bon- 
nets. With this one, N®. 189, 75 
cents, there is also a story. 


Perhaps “Hand-Made and Home- 
Made American Paper Dolls” 
should rate as a book review, but 
since we are listing these prim 
old dolls with their exquisitely or- 
nate costumes here, the Hosmer 
booklet lists with them. Only ten 
pages, but well printed, with two 
exclusive illustrations and chock 
full of lively information is this 
booklet. Starting out with a quote 
from Grandma Moses’ “My Life’s 
History” on her own loved paper 
dolls, it is rich with examples, 
even listing the firms who printed 


| commercial and advertising dolls. 
: Limited edition, No. 189B—$1.00. 


No. 31BX 

Some of our Kimport number- 
ing sequences ‘jest growed up” 
with more loose joints and tight 
kinks than any Topsy ever had! 
That “31” for instance, was given 
to the first little doll stand 
that we featured so many years 


ago. It became the _ stand-buy 
31B (50c) good for a whole 
multitude of shelf size dols. 


For instance, it fits “Story Book” 
and most of our history sizes as 
well as a majority of the foreigns. 


But dolls a bit taller, the ten 
and twelve inch sizes, or those 
whose slender waist lines would fit 
in the sliding top up to thirteen 
inches tall, take 31BX. It is per- 
fect for many antiques, standing 
firm, holding safe, unless the body 
be too large around and too solid. 
If you’ve not had this useable 
size, do try some. 

No. 31BX—Stand 60c. $7.20 a dozen. 


Current prices on the 
stands are 
No. 31C—for 12 to 17” 
No, 31D— for 17 to 22” dolls $1.25 
No. 31E—for 22 to 30” dolls $300 
There are also two smaller sizes: 
AD 


larger doll 


dolls $1.00 


Q. Is a personal check acceptable 
to you in payment? 

A. But certainly. We welcome your 
personal business, so why not your 
personal check? Money Orders are 
fine, too. Bills, some stamps, and 
even coins on which we sometimes 
have to pay postage due never 
make us cross. Anything to make 
buying from Kimport simple and 


delightful is our ambition. 
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Sas 


It is the head of an antique 
doll which almost always de- 
termines the value, the interest, 
the personality. Maybe that is 
yet another reason why dolls are 
so much like people. 


In looking about the Antique 
shelves, two waxed complexioned 
young women, Numbers 2 and 3, 
spoke up for attention. No. 2, 
21” Dollie is wide eved, sort 0’ 
expectant looking, with a chip- 
on-her-shoulder expression, like 
‘what’s about to happen may not 
please her at all! All original 
with plump composition limbs 
and a voice box that still squeaks 
—after 75 years! Cherry red bro- 
cade old frock and bonnet trim. 
That peak-crown, chip straw 
bonnet of Dollie’s is a Knockout! 
One Kimport visitor was deter- 
mined to buy the hat for her own 


Miss D. looks so apprehensive! 


No. A240, $35.00. 


It would be difficult to 
write the 20” Doll of 1830, 


over- 
num- 


bered 3. She is definitely all ex- 


actly as when bought in 


some 


quaint English toy shop about a 


century and a quarter ago; 
to us from Devon with a 


came 
little 


photograph and notation that she 
had been “laid away in lavender 
for 120 years.” Deep shouldered, 
dish faced head has_ brown 
opaque glass eyes and red brown 


wig queerly made onto a 
cloth cap. Pink leather 


black | 
arms, 


cambric body and lovely clothes 
are all hand-sewn of course; the 


leghorn hat is a darling 
trimmed with fine green 


thing, 
feath- 


ers with stars on them, and pin 
satin ribbon matching that on 3 
frock. Strictly museum class, the 
waxing is dull finish and thin. No, 

it wouldn’t melt. No. A62, $115.00. 


Back to the No. 1 picture, well, 
china heads just don’t radiate 
personality plus like wax and 


composition ones may, but 


Julia 


has a serene beauty of her own 
and such bits of perfection as 
original old slim body with it’s 
fine slender arms, early pink line 
painting above her highlighted 
blue eyes, and white, thread line 
part through her smooth topped 
hair. Deep shouldered head is 
4%” high and perfect; height over 
all, 16%%5”; one flat soled shoe re- 
done, the other original leg per- 
fect. There is hand knitted lace 
on her old undies and three hole 


china buttons down the 
calico wrapper. Julia is No. 
$37.50. 


“ase | 
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And now for some not pictur- 
ed here—but elsewhere. For in- 
stance, an old Springfield manni- 
ken as shown in “Dolls of Yes- 
terday,” in the pictures following 
Page 12. Also this wooden model, 
used by artists, is pictured in 
Johl’s “More About Dolls,” page 
50—and “Your Dolls and Mine,” 
page 24, both times suggesting it 
as (Pennsylvania Shaker made. 
Ours is an old brown wooden one 
with all its ball and socket joints, 
including wrists and ankles, and 
swivel neck and torso, in orig- 
inal working condition. Extra 
nicely carved head. Nineteen inch 
size, some toes off of one foot. 
Similar “art school” models are 
available commercially, but ours 
is an early one, No. A4ll, price 


_ $55.00. 


For the next one’s picture turn 
to page 37 in St. George’s “Dolls of 
Three Centuries,” as we're offering 
a little one in this French Com- 
position, pink kid, rigid bodied 
type, only 6%” tall. Head is per- 


fect, not re-touched; size and hair | 


line like doll at the left in pic- 
ture only ours has tiniest bead 
earrings. Long waisted, full hip- 
ped. Hand-sewn hands and feet 
sre pink kid, too. No clothes. No. 
A338, $42.50. 

From the same book, over to 
page 62 and look’t that life size 
baby with its big brown eyes. All 
parts of its exact duplicate re- 
cently came to Kimport with fam- 
ily notations dating it back about 
110 years. Head is the lacquer- 
smooth type like the little French 
papier-mache, 16’ in circumference, 
lovely opaque glass eyes full inch 
across. This swivels flat onto a bust 
section—then there’s cloth mid- 


riff, thin composition tummy and 
leg tops, then cloth again stuffed 
with old cotton full of seeds, then 
wooden legs from the knee down 
with real “baby” swivel feet. Cloth 
shoulder, wooden arm and swivel 
hands—all parts perfect except a 
chip off the stomach section. We 
could clean it up, assemble and 
charge more. There’s nothing chal- 
lenging to repair, but as is, to fin- 
ish 27” (life size) this rare baby, 
No. A356, is $87.50. 


We have had and do have ever 
so many dolls that are book 
shown—but, still in “Dolls of 
Three Centuries,’ page 95, is one 
we are proud to claim, the peg 
wooden body with china head and 
limbs. Ours has a more unusual 
and much more beautiful adult 
head, but Mrs. Poetter’s shows all 
limbs intact. Ours has a broken knee 
and one foot missing. Five and a 
half inches tall; her pink luster 
head is painted with detail of a 
miniature; the hair falls from a 
high center point to a line across 
from her chin, then loops up and 
around to coil into a large Victo- 
rian bun, leaving her pink ears 
surrounded. Perfect and 1%” high, 
this deep shouldered, high glazed, 
lady head alone is worth her price 
—No. A357, $110.00. 


For a few short’n’quickies, not 
so aristocratically important—take 
“Prudence,” for instance. She is 
not museum class, but a pretty 
German bisque and kid, ‘like 
mamma played with’; brown glass 
eyes, parted lips, blonde wig, 14” 
size. Prue’s outfit is Quaker gray, 
old bengaline frock, gray cape 
and becoming bonnet. Sweet! No- 
A312, $13.00. 
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Polly has a 13” Holtz Masse 
type composition head and limbs, 
-old hand sewn cambric body and 
cap-like lambs wool wig. All per- 
fect, all original, in satine print 
that is blue gray to match her 
nicely painted eyes, Circa 1880, 
No. A283, $18.00. 


If you happened to turn fifty- 


five this year, little Laura Lou is. 


_ your birthday doll. Yes, she’s a 
pert and pretty brown eyed blonde 
with “1899” on her bisque shoul- 
ders. Original body made exact- 
ly like the kid ones, but of black 
felt. Antique taffeta frock of ma- 
donna blue, black hose, rose col- 
ored slippers, horsehair braid hat. 
Size? That’s the cutest part—only 
12”—all perfect, No. A349, $16.00. 


Sleeping, swivel necked and 
jointed Shirley Temple, with a wig 
of blonde curls; dimples and eye- 
lashes. This small size was a fa- 
vorite, 13”’—no finish cracks, and 
sweetly dressed. N®. A850, $10.00. 


Undressed, 11” old kid leather 
bodied doll with bisque hands and 
marked “Minerva” head; this met- 
al head with painted blue eyes in 
prime condition. No. A821, $7.50. 


Customers Prefer Blondes—and 
14” Miss Minnie IS a blonde. She 
suffered a broken shoulder and 
has new limbs (they’re good ones) 
her tag explains but it does not 
say how dainty her coloring, how 
pleasant her expression. Dressed; 
No. A123, $10.00. 


KIMPORT DOLL EXHIBIT 
will be held First Floor Rob- 
ert Keith Co., 13th and Balti- 
more, Kansas City, Mo., Sat., 
October 16th to October 23rd. 
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EXTRA CURRICULAR @ 
After one of those prolonged 
“dearths” which happen in our 
relations with even the most sat- 
isfactory of doll friends, in came 
a good letter full of acceptable 
alibis from Miss Rosemarye Bunt- 
ing. You may well be interested 
in the cultural tangents that 
reach out from this ,busy teach- 
er’s doll hobby. 


“T have been extra busy this 
past year as Museum Represen- 
tative for the Pittsburgh Doll 
Club. With the members of my 
committee I have planned several 
exhibits “at Carnegie Museum. 
Every ‘six months we change the 
exhibit. The last one depicted 
both the Girls’ and Boys’ Festi- 
vals. The Japanese dolls are so 
exquisite—I wish you could have 
seen it for I do think we ma 
something special with it. 


Had to write an article for 
Carnegie Magazine, too, and now 
we are preparing an exhibit on 
the ‘Historical Development of 
the Doll,’ an attempt to trace 
the transition of the doll from a 
cult figure of old to a child’s 
plaything of today. This one will 
start in September. Miss Har- 
riet Hess, Miss Dorothy Munroe, 
Mrs. Harlan Wilson, Mrs. Claude 
Nelson, and Mrs. Marica Cas- 
sionis are working with me on 
this one. 


As soon as it is set up, we will 
start; planning the next one. I 
<like t@ alternate foreign or char- 
‘acterjdoll shows with antique 
ones,’ so we look after the jin- 
terests of different collectors.’ I 
was interested to read abo 
the London exhibition, ‘Doll 


tured 


ne 
DOLL TALK 3 
A magazine in miniature, 
published for. doll enthusi- 
asts. Issued about every 
eight weeks. 


Subscription is $1.00 for 
two years. 


Address: 
KIMPORT DOLLS 
Independence, Mo. 
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Throughout the Ages,’ in Doll 
Talk. Isn’t it a coincidence that 
we are using the same theme! 


We have arranged several ex- 
hibits for the Children’s Library 
at Carnegie. The first one was 
for Doll Week last year and fea- 
my dolls representing 
characters depicted in books. It 
was so popular that it lasted un- 
til the end of October. The sec- 
ond one was in commemoration 
of Book Week; it too went over 
the one week limit and lasted 
until Christmas. This time many 
of the members of the Pitts- 
burgh Doll Club loaned their 
dolls which illustrated charac- 
ters in children’s classics. This 
summer Miss Hess and myself 
set up an exhibition of Indian 
dolls (another love of mine) from 
our collections for the library. 
Kimport has been well represent- 
ed in all of these exhibits. 


Sometimes, I get to wondering 
which is the better policy: Buy 
a few rare dolls or many repre- 
sentative ones. I guess that will 
always be the question that puz- 
zles the collector.” 
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THE EYES OF A STEINER 


“It’s always “Sharing Friday” 
in. our school of thought, when 
doll ideas or information come 
Kimport way. We have accumu- — 
lated files full of folders, always 
passing along through these pages 
many of the choicest. 


Virginia Olsen took time to in- 
clude the following, even as she 
was up to her eyebrows, getting 
her doll museum in shape for 
Miami convention guests, 


“I do have three Steiners, one 
small, one medium sized and one 
with the very early sleep eyes. She 
has two strings coming out of the 
baek of her head which control 
her eyes. (The eyes themselves 
are bisque, the glass cornea and' 
white having been baked in. Then 
the eyes are stamped ‘Steiner’ in 
the back of each one.” Lest some 
of you think ‘Steiner’ sounds Ger- 
man, may we add that they are 
French. Ours, that was pictured 
in “London Collection,” Hobbies, 
June 1954, had the most luminous 
lovely blue eyes of blown glass— 
and ears with all the swirls and 
cartilage levels exactly like hu- 
man ears and the word “Paris,” 
right on her shoulders. 


“I took the Swiss girl from Gri- 
son by the home of a friend who 
was raised in Schwyz. She fell in 
love with it so I gave it to her. 
Her husband is from Appenzell and 
being close friends and customers, 
it would make me very happy to 
have you send also the doll from 
Canton Appenzell.” 

—Marie Carpenter, Dlinois. — 
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“Dolls of Three Centuries” Elean- 
or St. George. $4.50. — 

Includes photographs and infor- 
mation about outstanding modern 
and antique collections in both this 
ccuntry and Europe. Handsomely 


illustrated, 198 pages, over 350 
photographs. 

“Old Dolls” Eleanor St. George 
$2.00. 


In 19 chapters the author des- 
cribes the most collectible dolls, 
where to find old dolls, dressing 
dolls, and national dollhouses are 
also discussed. Small 4%x6” but 
buckram bound, 176 pages, 78 photo- 
graphs of expertly selected groups 
and singles. 


“The Marriage of Diamonds & 
Dollis” - Mary E. Lewis & Dorothy 
Dignam $5.00. 

Records a complete story of 
bridal traditions during the past 
200 years in America, with pic- 
tures of many famous bride dolls 
that help authenticate dolls, head- 
dresses and costumes. Could be 
used as an appropriate shower or 
wedding present. Bound in pastel 
clotn, stamped in gold, 194 pages, 
70 illustrations. 


“Children’s Toys Throughout the 
Ages” - Leslie Daiken — $5.25. 

Basically, a book for the general 
reader, but of particular interest 
to educators who can demonstrate 
history, handicraft, science, etc. 
through the visual aid of toys. It 
deals mainly with the history of the 
traditional toys, dolls, dolls’ houses 
and furniture. Well indexed volume 
of 200 pages, smartly bound. 

“Two Hundred Years of Pennsyl- 
vania Dollis” - Marie Ketterman — 
$1.10. 

An informative booklet covering 


antique dolls, in nine chapters. 
About two dozen cuts depicting ex- 
cellent groupings of old dolls. Heavy 
paper backs, 37 pages. 

“Peep Show into Paradise” - Les- 
ley Gordon — $6-25, 

A highly informative book about 
other toys and games also, but with 
dolls cropping out all through 
even. those chapters. Half dozen 
color plates and hundreds of line 
drawings; beautifully bound; over 
200 pages. 

“The Godey Lady Doll” Char- 
lotte Eldridge, $5-10. 

Although a chiefly, how-to-do-it 
book, it is also a charming contri- 
bution to the povular hobby of 
dol! making. The author gives de- 
tailed instructions to her fellow 
doll-hobbyists for the making of 
Godey Lady Dolls, as well as giv- 
ing exact patterns for the doll , 
‘bodies and dresses. There is also 
information on the making of Vic- 
torian furniture. 

“On Making, Mending & Dress- 
ing Dolls” Clara H. Fawcett,$3.50- 

A delightfully written and thor- 
oughly practical book for. the 
would-be maker and mender of 
dolls. Costumes and clothes fash- 
ions are well covered and even 
gown illustrations and text for all 
Ladies of the White House. Bound 
in cedar-rose buckram, 276 illus- 
trations, 170 pages. 


“Paper Dolls—A Guide to Cos- 
tume” Clara H. Fawcett, $5.00. 


Mrs. Fawcett gives collectors 
authentic data, minute descrip- 
tions and her own drawings, 


which include each detail of the 
costumes of various dolls under 
discussion. These serve as a guide 
for correct doll costuming. 219 
pages and over 200 illustrations. 
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Qu: brief history and review 

f early paper dolls, a re-print of 
@ booklet of 1857 on making paper 
dolls and shows gowns of all La- 
dies of the White House. 


“Drusilla” Emma Brock, $1-90. 

The story of a Cornhusk Doll 
and her travels to Minnesota as a 
member of the Hodgett family. 
Through Drusilla’s black eyes, one 
sees a fine picture of pioneering 
for adults or boys and girls. Cloth 
bound, illustrated, 120 pages. 


“Hopi Kachina Dolls” Harold S. 
Colton, $7.50. 

An engrossing study which il- 
lustrates two hundred and fifty 
Hopi Kachina Dolls; a complete 
biological key making it possible 
to immediately identify various 
types; a book as beautiful as it is 
nformative. Gray buckram bound 
th red imprinting, 192 pages, 250 
llustrations and 8 pages of color 

photographs. 

“Paper Dolls & Other Cut-Out 
Toys” From Collection of Wilbur 
Macey Stone and published by the 
Newark Museum, Newark, N. J. 
Paper bound, 27 pages, many il- 
lustrations. $1.00. 

“A History of Doll Houses” Filo- 
ra Gill Jacobs, $7.50. 

Collectors of dolls and SES 
tures will find Mrs. Jacob’s book 
of exceptional interest. It will have 
equal appeal for antiques collect- 
ors; there are chapters on the old 
Dutch “cabinet” doll houses, on 
German, French, English and 
American houses from their earli- 
est days to present, as well as ma- 
terial on the manufacturers of 
miniature furnishings and houses. 

@::: than 150 illustrations in the 


3 pages. 


“Becky, My First Love” Alice 
Kent Trimpey (deceased) $1.65. 

True story of her famous an- 
tique Becky, and stories, pictures 
and data concerning other dolls in 
her choice collection. Cloth bound, 
59 pages. 

“Doll Talk” - Ruby Short McKim 
(2 Yr. Subscription) $1.00. 

Magazine published exclusively 
for Doll enthusiasts. Discusses 
questions of general appeal, lore 
and data of other days, tales of 
dolls and their makers from all over 
the world. It offers new found 
treasures for sale and contains 
correspondence clippings from doll 
collectors’ letters. Paper magazine, 
16 pages, 5 x 7”, published every 
60 cays. 


CLIPPINGS 

“Thought it might amuse you 
to know that I carefully smooth- 
ed out papers, Kansas City Star, 
which you'd used for packing. My 
daughter was a 1948 graduate of 
Park College, Parkville, Missouri, 
and she’ll love to see them.” —Mrs. 
Louis Greenwald, New York. 


“May I make a suggestion? When 
making bodies put a corset stay or 
long nail in the body and it won't 
be floppy at the waist.” 

—Hazel Stillwell, Dlinois. 


“IT have been collecting dolls for 


Many years and most of my favor- 


ites have come from Kimport. 
Thanks most sincerely for your 
selections.” 

—Mrs. M. F. Lopey, Calif. 


“IT am collecting china, bisque, 
or parian with self hair. I do not 


want to be bothered with wigs.” 


—Mrs. Ida Smith, Minnesota. 


DOLL BOOES AND PUBLICATIONS — CARRIED BY KIMPORT, 
3 Independence, Mo. 


A well chosen shelf of Doll Books is both joy and information at hand 
for any collector. Kimport has a wide selection of the best. Order now 
and avoid later disappointment when many go out of print. All books 


are postpaid. 


“A Pageant of Dolls” 
Gordon, $3-75. 

A descriptive history of dolls of 
many lands, profusely illustrated. 
It gives an absorbing account of 
doll making and presents varieties 
of dolls from prehistoric time to 
the present. Cloth bound, 132 
pages. 

“Dolls” 1946 Doll Collectors of 
America, Inc. $3-10. 

Contains extensive research on 
both imported and American made 
dolls, old and new. Helpful in 
identifying dolls and useful in ob- 
taining information for lectures; 
profusely illustrated. Paper bound, 
72 pages. 

“Dolls” 1949 Doll Collectors of 
America, Inc., $3.10. 

Chock full of first hand infor- 
mation, generously illustrated, and 
tersely compiled by the Club. 56 


Lesley 


pages, book, 7 x 10 inches, heavy’ 


paper binding. Limited edition. 

‘From MHoopskirts to Nudity” 
Carrie Hall, $5.00. 

Interesting volume about the 
parade of changing styles, with 
hundreds of photographs’ that 
make this book a pictorial pano- 
rama of fashions of the last 75 
years. Helpful in dressing dolls 
for various periods. Cloth bound, 
stamped in gold, 240 pages. 


“Your Dolls and Mine” Janet P. 
Johl, $5.00. 

A book of unusual scope which 
tells not only of dolls in private 
collections, but also of those in 
museums. It reports on dolls of 
earlier and more recent years, on 
dolls of all types. There is a 
chapter on evaluation, ard this 
carries the views of several out- 
standing authorities in the field. 
380 pages with many illustrations; 
cloth bound. 


“Still More About Dolls” 
P. Johl, $5.00. 

China, bisque, papier-mache an 
many other types of dolls from 
various collections are discussed. 
A veritable storehouse of infor- 
mation on dolls. Illustrated with. 
many fine and interesting dolls, 


The Dollis of Yesterday” Elea- 
nor St. George, $7-50. 

One of the largest, most artis- 
tically printed of current books 
with a rich fund of hitherto un- 
published findings. It helps in es- 
tablishing dates and manufactur- 
ers, and includes indisputable in- 
formation on wooden,  papier- 
mache, Jumeaus, etc. 32 chapters, 
blue buckram bound, 400 doll pic- 
tures, 244 pages. 

(continued on page 14) 
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SEND ALL ORDERS TO: 


KIMPORT DOLLS, independence, Mo@ 


